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	Title: Seroprevalence and Allied Risk factors of Small Ruminants Bluetongue Disease virus in Bedeno and Gumbi Bordode districts of Hararghe zone, Oromia National Regional state, Eastern Ethiopia
General Comments from Reviewer: - The study did not investigate the specific BTV serotypes that are circulating in the study area, which could provide useful information for disease control measures. The study did not include information on the clinical signs and symptoms of BTV infection in the sampled animals, which could provide additional insights into the disease epidemiology. Future studies should include information on the clinical signs and symptoms of BTV infection in the sampled animals, which can provide additional insights into the disease epidemiology and inform disease control strategies.
Introduction: The introduction could be revised to provide a clearer background on the importance of bluetongue disease virus in Ethiopia, including its potential impact on the livestock industry and the economy. The author could also provide more information on the current knowledge gap and the importance of conducting further research in this area.
Methodology: Based on the findings of the study, several suggestions can be made to improve the livestock sector in Bedeno and Gumbi Bordode districts: Increase awareness among farmers about proper animal husbandry practices, including hygiene, nutrition, and disease prevention measures. Develop strategies to address the shortage of feed and water in Gumbi Bordode district, especially during the dry season.
Results: Conduct further research to understand the factors contributing to higher seroprevalence of bluetongue virus in sheep compared to goats, and develop targeted prevention and control strategies accordingly. Promote regular testing and monitoring of sheep and goats in lowland areas for early detection and prompt response to bluetongue virus outbreaks.
Explore the potential of using novel control measures, such as gene editing and genetic engineering, to develop bluetongue virus-resistant breeds of sheep and goats.

Discussions: It would be useful to conduct a longitudinal study to determine the temporal changes in the prevalence of BTV in small ruminants and its associated risk factors in the study area. Future research could also focus on identifying the specific Culicoides species that act as vectors for BTV in the study area.  The authors could consider investigating the economic impact of BTV on small ruminant production in the study area, including the cost of prevention and control measures. The study findings could be used to develop strategies for the prevention and control of BTV in small ruminants, including targeted vaccination programs and improved management practices in high-risk areas.
Conclusions: Further research is needed to identify the circulating serotypes of bluetongue virus in small ruminants in Ethiopia. Vector studies should be conducted to better understand the transmission dynamics of the virus. The study should be expanded to cover other regions of Ethiopia to determine the prevalence of the virus in a broader context. More extensive sampling is necessary to increase the accuracy of seroprevalence estimates.
Future research should investigate the economic impact of bluetongue virus on small ruminant farming in Ethiopia, and explore the potential for vaccination and other control strategies.

The article can be published after minor revision.



